Read By Carla (Groom’s Mother)

* * *

To Kyle and Maryanne who gather to pledge their love and join their lives: May theirs always be a shared adventure, rich with moments of serenity, as well as excitement; vital with problems that test, as well as successes that lift; marked by a sense of personal freedom, as well as mutual responsibility.


May they find in each other companionship as well as love; understanding as well as compassion; challenge as well as agreement.


May the home they establish be an island where the pressures of a cluttered world can be sorted out and brought into focus; where accumulated tensions can be released and understood; where personal needs do not tower over concern for others and where the immediate does not blur more distant goals; where the warmth of humor and love puts both crisis and dullness into perspective.


And above all, may they find an ever richer meaning and joy in the high adventure of lifelong loving and learning together.

* * *

Read By Annie (Bride’s Best Friend)

* * *

Back up a stream of radiance to the sky,
And back through history up the stream of time.
And you were given this swiftness, not for haste, Nor chiefly that you may go where you will,
But in the rush of everything to waste,
may have the power of standing still-
Off any still or moving thing you say.
Two such as you with such a master speed
Cannot be parted nor be swept away
From one another once you are agreed
That life is only life forevermore
Together wing to wing and oar to oar.

* * *

Read By Izzy & Warren (Friends of the Bride)

* * *

Awed by the many meanings of this hour and overjoyed by its promises, we hope the spirit of trust, understanding and love may be with and through the years that lie ahead. Whatever the trials and testings that may come, may they trust each other wholly, for without such faith, marriage is a mockery; may they understand each other, for without understanding there is neither acceptance nor forgiveness; and may they truly love each other for without love, marriage is only an empty shell from which the white bird has flown.

As they build together a new life and a new home, may that home be bright with the laughter of friends; may it be a haven from the tensions of our time and a well-spring of strength; and in the world may it be the one place they most want to be, the place where they discover the ultimate human mystery - the secret of how two people become one.

So may this shining hour be an open door through which and Kyle and Maryanne will go forth to build that dearest of all relationships, a happy marriage. May the years deal gently with them; walking together may they find far more in life than either would have found alone; and even more fully may they come to know this one supreme truth: That caring is sharing…That living is giving…That life is eternal…And that love is its crown.

* * *

Read By Cori (Groom’s step-Sister)

May these two souls
Find a communion of ideal being and perfect grace.
May their love reach the level of every day's
Most quiet need. By sun and candlelight,
May they love freely as men strive for right.
May they love purely as men turn from praise.
May they find strength to meet the adversities;
Tolerance for the prejudices, 
Reverence For the Beauties,
Respect for the Truths,
And Faith for the Uncertainties
Which will come their way.

Heather (Groom’s Step-sister)

* * *

If life has meaning to us at all, it possesses it because of love. 

It is that which enshrines and ennobles our human experience. 

It is the basis for the peace of family and the peace of the peoples of the earth. 

The greatest gift bestowed upon humans is the gift not of demanding but of giving love between man and woman. 

Read By Kyle (Groom)
* * *
Had I the heavens' embroidered cloths,

Enwrought with golden and silver light,

The blue and the dim and the dark cloths

Of night and light and the half-light,

I would spread the cloths under your feet:

But I, being poor, have only my dreams;

I have spread my dreams under your feet;

Tread softly because you tread on my dreams
Read By Maryanne (Bride)

* * *

Content within the comfort of your love,

I rest

And not to miss the sparkle that is you

I turn to look within your eyes

And find the glow that warms my heart

And tells me I’m so glad that I found you.

(And you found me)

